BY RULE, 
INCLUSIONS ARE 
CAPRICIOUS AND 
DISLIKE CHANGE. 


FOR THEM TO 
ACCEPT A NEW 
MATERIAL, EVEN IF 
IT HAS THEIR 
SAME PROPERTIES, 
IT'S AN EVENT 
THAT TAKES TIME. 


IN 
ICOMPARISON)| 
you 
CAIRNGORM 
HAVE 
TROUBLE 
ACCEPTING 
NEW 
PIECES. 


WILL You 
TWO RETURN 
TO PATROL 
DUTY TODAY? 


ESPECIALLY YOU, 
CAIRNGORM. IN THE 
LAST FIGHT YOU 
BROKE YOUR LEFT 
ARM AND THE 
INCLUSIONS IN IT 
ARE TAKING QUITE 
A TIME TO 
GET USED TO 
IT AGAIN. DON'T 
OVEREXERT 
YOURSELF. 


YOURS PHOS 
ARE THE 
UNPRETENTIOUS 
EXCEPTION. 


THE 


1S 
WHERE DO COMPLETELY 
a WE PATROL FROZEN... 
/ T ? 
a ODAY? 
“UMBILICAL 
CORD". 


WE WILL GO. 
OVER THE FROZEN 
POND AND ARRIVE 


AH-AH- : 
AH! What 
oF : IN A MAGNIFICENT 
: FASHION! COME ON, 


just happened?! 


CAIRNGORM! 


WE 
GOT 
REALLY 


SCOLDED. 


IF YOUR 
POWDER WASHES 
AWAY | 
WON'T PROTECT 
YOU FROM 
RUTILE. 


MORAL OF 
THE STORY: : 
SHORTCUTS ARE 
A BAD 
THING. 


IT'S NOT THAT 

| JUMPED WITHOUT 
T IM of 
winter is emit NENG os 
NOT HERE, BUT gust SLIPPIER THAN 
THAT MIGHT BE | THOUGHT. 

A GOOD THING 

FOR THE TIME 
BEING. 


WE ARE WE ARE 
GOING TO LEARNING QUICKLY 


_[ CAIRNGORM IS | DO VERY oe 


GIVING UP 
TO MY 
FOOLISHNESS. 


SUCCESSFULLY 
IN WINTER. 


BREAK ICE 
AND REMOVE 


PHOS! LET'S 
PLAY CARDS 
DURING THE 
EVENING LIKE 
YESTERDAY! 


YELLOW... 
GREAT IDEA! 
WE'LL BEAT ay 1 
YOU BOTH. BE CAREFUL. 


YOU NEED 
To KNOW 
SOME SECRET 
PLACES. 


IN 
THAT 
MOMENT... 


DID you 
KNOW THAT 
ICE FLOES 
CAN TALK? 


BUT MOST OF 
THE TIME THE 
ICE IS 
DANGEROUS 
THEN USE YOUR $0 IT'S BEST 
CENTER OF GRAVITY TO BREAK IT 
LITTLE BY UWMEDIATLY. 


IN GENERAL, THEY 
HAVE TERRIBLE 
PERSONALITIES, BLIT IT 
HAPPENED THAT | 
GOT DEPRESSED AND 
THEY STARTED TO 


~ we overtid 1? 
\ Did we ust 


DO YOU THINK 
WE CAN TRY 
THAT ON THEM? 


/ JUST WATCH. 
I'LL DO 
IT BETTER 
THAN YOU. 


ONCE YOU TRANSFER 
YOUR WEIGHT ON 
YOUR HEEL, YOU'LL 
SLIDE LIKE IF 
YOU WERE STEPPING 
ON FRESH MUD. 


FEELING ABOUT 
YOUR THAT'S 
EASY" THING. 

| DON'T 
WANT TO 

REPEAT WHAT 

HAPPENED AT 
THE POND. 


THAT'S 


CAIRNGORM! 


AlR- 7 
HEAAAAAAD! | iB 


HOW MANY 
TIMES CAN 
THE SAME 


YELLOW! 
OVER 
THERE! 


ue 


TOMORROW'S WINTER 
SLEEP IS 
POSTPONED AGAIN. 


WE DECIDED 
TO KEEP 
SEARCHING UNDER 
THE ICE. 


TO FIND AT 
LEAST A TINY 
PART OF HIM, 

BUT... 


| SAW 
THE LUNARIANS 
GRABBING HIM 
FIRMLY. 


| HOPED THAT 
LIKE THE HANDS, 
THE ALLOY WOULD 
FORM A NEW 
HEAD, BUT IT 
HAS NOTHING TO 
ATTACH TO. 


I'VE ALREADY SAID IT 
BEFORE WHEN HE LOST 
HIS LEGS. WE DON'T 
HAVE ANY SUITABLE MATERIALS] 
FOR HIM. IF WE 
FIND AND ATTACH A 
TINY PART, PERHAPS, GIVEN 
SOME TIME, HE COULD 
BEGIN TO FORM A 
HEAD... 


A 
SINGLE 
HEAD 
LEFT. 


HARDNESS OF 
FIVE. IT'S 
PRETTY CLOSE. 


THIS WILL 
BE THE 
SHORTEST PATH. 


ait p : | NEVER 
WE WouLD : THOUGHT THAT 


FOR HIS 
HAVE TO 
SACRIFICE THE J f \ SAKE 
LAST PRECIOUS 
THING WE 
HAD. 


| ASK 
YOUR PERMISSION 


TO ATTACH 
ON PHOSPHOPHYLLITE 


THE HEAD OF 
LAPIS LAZULI. 


CHAPTER 44, "A SHORT PATH” - END 
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